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COMPLETION AND
KINS GLEN RAI

The Grand Structure & Perfeet and Most
Gratifying Success.

An annonncement, threugh the papers of
this village last week, that the Watkins
Glen Railroad Bridge, of the Syracuse, Ge-
neva and Corning Railway Co., would be
tested at 9 o'clock, om Monday morning,
Sept. Y4th., drew together at that hour a
large crowd from Watkine aud all the adja-
cent parts of thecounty,nmbering from 1,600
to 2,000 people. They csme in private car-
riages, public hacks, famn wagous and all
other kinds of vehicles, and the vicinity of
the bridge, on both sidesof the Glen, resem-
bled & camp meeting ground, so great was
the throng of eager expegtants, men, women
and children, some time befora the exciting
.| event began to transpire,

AT HALF PAST NINE

the shrill scream ot & locomotive, on the
sonth side of the great chasm, 450 feet wide
and 150 feet deep, signalled the first test;
and in & few moments therealter the * An-
trim,” one of the Fall Brgok Coal Company's
- | heavy engines, ran out over the yawning
.| abyss, and slowly made its way to the
porth side, with Mr. H, Qlark, the constuct-
., | ion superintendent and & few of his employ-

“| ees, and those of the Railway and Fall
Brook Companies, on bosrd. Breatliless si-
lence prevailed on both the northern and
southern shores, during the crossing, al-
though no one anticipated aoything but a
success, and the scene presented was inspir-
ing, and full of grandemr, not unmixed, in
the minds of some, with an indelinable feel-
" | ing of tremulonsness and fear; the light, airy
and skeleton-like, theugh complicated
wrought iron structure really seeminog, to
the uninitiated in soch matters, incapable
of standiog such a test on its long spans
between the ceutral trestle-tower and the
northern and southern abutments and piers.

A SIGH OF RELIEF

escaped many womanly and some manly
breasts, as the Autrim (named in honor of
the country in Ireland fom which the fath-
er of the late Hon. Johm Magee, emigrated
to this country) proodly p d the

NG OF WAT-
BRIDGE.

the Erie railway ; Mr. Barbonr, private sec-
retary of Receiver Jewett ; Mr. Chamber-
Isin, Avditor of the Erie ; Hon. E. N. Fris-
bie, (Elmira) of the Coal and Transporta-
tion Department of that road ; Mr, Hough,
of the Pennsylvania & Erie Road ; George
M, Diven Esq., Charles J. Langdon Esq.,
and ex-Mayor Smith, of Elmira; W. T.
Hamilton, ot the Morris Run Coal Mining
Company, and otber gentlemen from vari-
ous sections of the State, all of whom spoke
of the Bridge, and its highly successful and
satisfactory test, in strongest terms of ad-
miration and praise.
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS,

Watkins Glen Railway Bridge, is beanti-
fully and romantically located, and crosses
the Glen about & mile west of the Glen
Moontain House. It presents = most re-
markable sight to visitors passiog through
the Glen below, and is & great attraction
added to the magnificent scenery of this
world renowned summer resort, which com-
mands the homage of tens of thousands of
tourists annually. The view presented in
crossing the Bridge is wild, startliog and
thrilling, and, in connection with this new
roate, it will giia Watkins Glen a greater
notoriety than it has hitherto enjoyed.

The number of cubic yards of masonry
(large and solid blocks of Waterloo lime-
stone) in the piers and abotments of the
Bridge, is, to a fraction, 451, and the work,
done nnder contract by James Conway late
of Rochester,and now a resident of Watkins,
is of the very best sud most endaring qual-
ity—all the masonry on both wsides, and st
the center, being based upon the solid rock.
No one can inspect these solid and massive
foundations of the noble soperstructure
without realizing that Mr. Conway is in-
deed s master iu the profession which he
bas chosen. The weight of iron in the
structare is 150 tons. According to the
best information we have been able to ob-
tain the total cost of the Bridge will be
abont §30,000,

The building of such & grand iron strue-
ture, in such & locality, and over soch &
gorge, has Leen a task of no easy accom-

of the northern span, and safely rested on
the northern side of the gulf. The eogine
soon returned amid the waving of handker-
chisfs and hats, above sad below, and ina
few moments again passed over, accompan-
ied by the heavy Fall Brook Coal Company’s
locomotive, *J. P. Haskin,” the bridge
seeming to be no more tried, than asif a
pair of feathers or ferm leaves had been
blown acress by the wind.

THR “ ANTRIN " AND * J. P. HASKIN"
returned to the starting poiot, and in & few
moments again passed aver accompanied by
one of the heavy Fall Brook Coal Company's
switch locomotives, all $hree of which bad
* | gradoally gathered np sdventurons passen-
gers until they were cpowded with human
" | beings. These three monsters of strength
and power, whose aggregate weight, as will
be seen below, was over 164 tons, produced
no preceptible effect (ta the naked eye) up-
on the bridge though halted, for carefal ob-
servation by instroments, over the two
long spans. They returned, and again pass-
ed over at considerablespeed, shrieking and
screaming to the full extent and capacity ot
" | their whistles, which fairly made the wel-
kin ring for miles around, and woke far and
near, the wildest echoes of the Glen. This,
the last time, they drew four flat cars heav-
ily laden with iron, and & Fall Brook Cos
passenger car, all crowded with passengers,
*| (invited and uninvited guests) whose cheers
and waving bandkerchiefs, hats aud caps,
were well responded to by the euthusiastic
multitude below. It was an eochanting
spectacle, not soon to be forgotten by those
who were so fortunate 8 to behold it.

THE TEST
was a very thorough snd trying one, the
result one of the mosé remarkable, trinm-
nmpbapt and satisfactory on record, and all
the parties interested and concerued, the
contractor of the road, Gen. G. J. Magee,
the Niagara Bridge Works, of Buffalo, and
their superintendent of construction in
charge, Mr. H. Clark, the Syracose, Geneva
& Corniog Railway Co., the Fall Brook
Coal Co., and lastly $he public along the
whole line of the new road, have abandant
reason for mutual congratulation, gratitude
and joy, that this grand and imposing
structure, the most ianun& and costly on
the whole route between Cerning and Ge-
neva, has been safely and successfully com-
pleted and proven te be one of the most
perfect and substantislworksof its class ever
erected in this or amy other part of the
conntry.
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THE DEFEECTION
in the final test with three engines,
four flat cars loaded with iron, a psasenger
ear and hundreds of people, was only
1-2 an inch at center of the south, or 140
feet span, and 1-4 of an inch at the center of
the north, or 120 feek span; while at the
?| center of the tower weork, resting on stone
piers at the middle of the Glen, it was but
14 of an inch. Thege results show a most
wonderful sccarscy ln the constraction,
"| and & perfection of mechanism in putting
* | together, npparalleled in the history of
iron bridge building im the United States.
THE WEIGHT SUSTAINED

was greater than can ever be put upon the
spans of the structupe, in the ordinary
course of busincas, being as follows:

39 14 tons
62 2-5 ::
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Passenger car tnd-peqh"‘.h-ﬁ-‘;i‘ 1z

1| Total, aboat. . - .250 tons.
It is quite evident that this bridge will
+| snstain soy amonnt, in engines, coal, pas-
1| senger and freight trains that can be crowd-
1| ed wpon it at good speed, and that it will
.| endare an incredible amount of * wear and
tear,” 80 to exprees i#, for 50, and perhaps
100 years to come.

DIMENSIONS &C.

.| Watkins Glen Bri is 450 feot in length,
.| the girder of the first senth span being 35 fest
long; the long south #pan 140 feet ; middle
towar, at top, 30 feet ; *ﬂllﬂ‘w mnua,
‘! north minor or appgesch spans, 25 feet
each (or 125 feet,) the total making the
the length above stated. Height above the
water level of the to top of rail, on
roadway, 150 feet—the highest iron railway
bridge, (except that ab Portage) in the inte-
rior of the State. This kind of  structure
is known as the “ Riited Lattice Bridge,”

of Corning, Becretary, .
tractor for building the Road, and & Hardt
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plist t, but frooght with great expense
drﬂunlty -nd danger ; and Mr. Clark Saper-
intendént of construction, representing the
Niagara Bridge Works, is entitled 1o great
credit for the completion of the work, with-
out the loss of life or limb, and without s
single accident of any consequence, from be-
ginning to end. He has managed the truost
confided to him with admirable discretion,
great care and caution, and with most con-

heartfelt congratnlations of our entire com-
munity, on the triompbant success and
gratifying conclusion of his long and ardu-
ona labors. This noble Bridge will long re-
main a prond monument to the enterprise,
genius, and mechanical skill of those con-
cerped in ita inception and erection ; and
we trust, defyiog the action of the elements,
be but hightly touched, for many fatore
years, by the hand of Tiwe.

L - -~

-

=d

sommate tact and ability, and has the|j




